


« tration to the electors, and the

Young Mqﬁ Of Vision, Courage
Was Province's First Premier

When the Province of Saskal-
chewan was created in 1905, the)
day following the actual ceremony |
which took place at Regina, WM‘\
ter Scott, then 38 years of age,
was invited to form the first gov-|
ernment of the province, on Sept. §. |

Mr. Scott, at the age of 33, had
been elected as member of the|
federal parliament for West As-|
siniboia, an area stretching from
the boundary of Manitoba and
the North-West Territories (o Medi-
cine Hat on the west, From the
first day that he entered the House
of Commons at Ottawa Mr. Scott |
had fought strenvously for $he'
separation of what is mow Sas-|
katchewan from the North-West)
Territories. He found a sympa-
thetic ally in Sir Wilfrid Laurier,
and it probably was a logical
choice when the newly created
Lieutenant-Governor invited Mr_ |
Secoft to form the first administra-
tion,

It wasg 2 herculean task which
the young Premier faced on form- |
ing his cabinet, of which he was
Premier, President of the Council,

Commisszioner of Public Works and
Railway Commissioner. H
[amont. who in 1907 was appointed
v the King's Bench Court, was|
his attornev general: J
was provincial treasurer and Com-
missioner of Education, and W. R
Motherwell, Commissioner of Ag
riculture and Provincial Secretlary

GREAT OPPORTUNITY |

Anvone lacking the visfon and
the determination of Walter Scoll|
might well have approached the |
task of creating the “institutions of
government, the necessary statu-
tory law. founding an educational
gystem: providing court houses and
jails, a Land Titles sysiem and
Land Titles Offices, with fear and |
trepidation. Not so with Mr.
Scott. He threw himself into the
task with the vigor and the en-
thusizsm of vouth confronted with
# magnificent opportunity.

One of the first hurdles he had
to face was to submit his adminis-

A. Calder ’
|

Yirst election was held December
, 1905, His administralion was
. meepled by the people at the pslls |
. «ith a substantial majority in the
; 25-member Legislature. In the
election Mr. Scott's Liberal cabi-!|
net was confronted by Frederick
Haultain, later knighted. who had
been Premier of the North-West
Ttrritories Council.
The “First Tegislature of Sas-
ml!l gfeued Marci;b:. 1908, |
sat until May 26 of that year.
Mr. Scatvt.e as Pm@%‘iméhed a
legisla am to provide a
had already resulled in a
, growih and a demand
the essential services of
government. ‘
' CONSIDERATION '
Provision of legislative buildinzs
commodious and attractive was

obtalned and with
1al lake the

HON. WALTER SCOTT \

tive building began to take shape,
Almost simulianeously, the govern-
ments in Manitoba and Alberta
ctarted 1o build their legislative
buildings. When completed, those
in Saskalchewan represenied a
capital outlay of under $4 million.

| geveral million less than either of

the other iwp Western provinces.

Nestling today in a well-treed
and on the spacious acres of lawns
and flower beds, the white stone
Saskatchewan boilding, topped by
a towering dome at the central
portion, is considered to be the
most beautiful and imposing pro-
vineial eapital in all Canada.

The creation of the necessary
institutions brought the imagina-
tion of Mr. Seoit info full play. He
coneeived the University of Sas-

katchewan, and by 1912 the first |

buildings had been built, and in
that year it was opened. Due to

b the insistence of Mr. Motherwell
as Commissioner of Agriculture,

the, College of Agriculture of the
Unversitly was given degree-con-
ferring authority, the first Uni-

tem. Here again Mr
[h‘l‘cd in his approach to this prob-
| lem from that in other provinces
|A network of long distance lines
'was government-owned, the rural
service was left to the farmers io
' provide through co-operative tele-
phone companies and the phone
systems in the cities and large!
| centres  was assumed as a re-
| sponsibility of the government sys-
[tem, The success which has met
this svstem is testimony 1o the
far-sightedness and the readiness
to experiment in untried fields
that marked Mr., Scoll’s public
| life.

Not all this was accomplished in
| the first few years of ithe Secoll
'.ndmimstrm.inn, but other progress
{just as important ahd as neces-
sary was made. The education
system was founded and the peo
| ple assisted and encouraged 1o

Necessary to meet  the
growth in population.

e setting up of a province re
quired that a Land Titles Systen

vide for the issue of titles for pro
perty, This entailed, as did the

financial outlay, but confident tha
Saskatchewan waould
preat and wealthy area the finan
cial outlay was not permilied f«

HIGHWAYS NEEDED

local improvement
usentod the government at Regin:

distmets pre

the main centres of population
while the municipalities. and loca

l-‘ financial -aid in providing the sec
! ondary and main markel roads
( This, too, provided a heavy [inan

vehicles or by horseback ove

LS

only means and the demand wa

Seott dif-°

.])ln*_"dn the school bulldings made “1;‘1 tn Mi
greal d he

must be founded and the necessary [Regina
Land Titles Offices set up to pro- Flood Davin, and shortly after-

retard provision of these facilities. |

ing a highway system connecting |Pimes.

Insistent that a province must 49
muech better than in the past

While presenting this picture of
what canfronted the first govern-
ment of Saskatchewan and the
legislature for many years lhere-
| after, a glimpse «of the personality
! who was the motivating force be-
| hind the great development 18
desirable

Walter Scott was born of Scolch-
Canadian parents in Middlesex
County., Ontario, and lived on the
family farm until he was 17 years |
of age. "The call of the West caught |
| him as it did thousands of other|
voung men of that day, and he|
came West, The first job he se-|
cured was driving a ll':_ldc::ln.‘ill'.?'
i cart at Portage 1a Prairie, but five |
|| months later saw him an appren:
| tice printer in the employ of the|
| Manitoba Liberal, published by |
J. €. Atkinson. l

By 1890 he had left Portage la
Prairie and arrived in Regina,
where he became mechanical fore-
,man of the Regina Journal. By |
1892 he had formed a p.u'l.nurshipi
with the late J. K. Melnnes and |
they bought the Regina Standard.
BUYS MOOSE JAW TIMES

Twao vears later Mr. Scott dis-
{posed of his interest in the Jour-
Mclinnes and in 1804
purchased the Moose Jaw
\'Times at a sherifl’'s sale and con
- lducted and edited it personally for
1 la vear. In 1895 he purchased the'
Leader {rom Nicholas

formed the Leader
oceupying the

- 'wards he
* Times Company,

construction of the university and pogition of president of the com-
the court houses, a considerable panvy,

t! He continued the Leader-Times,

become a |Company until 1205, when he was)|

_;in-\n'.-ri o f(‘,]"[nk"hp first govern- |
M i e —

ment He withdrew f[rom active

The survev of the province and hapticipation in the LLeader com-
the creation of municipalities and pany and W F. Kerr assumed the

- jposition of managig editor, and

a Thomas Miller became the editor
with the respongibility of provid- and manager of the Moose Jaw

Mr. Scott
‘ e i

s

(h';L""F!-‘d of the

| improvement districts were given |Leader because of a printing con-

-tract which that company held
.|with the government, but he re-

-Mtained control of The Times and

cial burden, for communication by {was president of the Times Com-

r{pany Limited until his death in

rough Prairie trails had heen thej193
1938.

versity in Canada lo possess such
POWErs. ‘
t Another problem of greal magni- '
tude and requiring diplomacy as
well as statesmanship, was that of
grain marketing, and as the result | ‘
of a Royal Commission of investi- ‘
gation, appointed by the Seott Gov-
| ernment, the Saskatchewan Co-
Operative Elevator Compang was | »
formed. It was a farmer-owned l :
co-operative rather than a govern- | B
ment-owned system as was adopt- |
ed in other Western Provinces.
| This became the grealest grain
marketing co-operative in the
world and was the foundation of
the Saskatchewan Wheat Growers'
Association and the present Wheat |
Pool co-operative syslem. ?
Another problem that faced the
new government was that of pro-
viding telephone communication
on a more exiensive scale Lhan
'was being provided by the Bell
Telephone Company. The Scotl
Government bought the Bell sys-
tem and founded the Saskalche-
lwan Governmeni Telephone 3sys-

|
|
|
|
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g‘ =lill in use, was the first perma-

{ nent schoo! built in Moose Jaw,
Here the first school district in

;i FIRST SCHOOL

Taw, | the entire North-West Territor-
1es was formed, in 1884, just
two years after the first settlers
arrived to *‘squat’” on the un-

broken prairie land.

!

i

-



Battell Brothers Plowed

First Furrows In

No more interesting story of|: Tha et
pioneer spirit, endurance and fore-| .~ = % *
sight can be told than that of the
Battell brothers who were among | «
the first to settle in the district |’
where Moose Jaw was built. Tales |
of a Methodist missionary, Rev.|.
Egerton Birson Young, about the
vastness and possibilities of the
prairies, where he had spent eight
years, so intrigued the sons of
Henrv Battell, living at Cobourg,
Ontario, that a desire was formed
to see this new land and to settle
where opportunities for young
men were said to be great. :

Accordingly, in the spring of|
1881, Henry Battell, the aldest of
the Battell brothers, with Frank
Callandar f(cousinv of Mrs. J. E.
Battell}, came out to the promised
land to select a =uitable spot for
the rest of the brothers to settle
on. After an arduous journey, they
arrived at Winnipeg and there met
Major Webb, of Brighton, with
whom the brothers had served in
the volunteer forces.

On learning their purpose. Major

Area

Street, were not recognized by the
government as actual settlers
since they were merely holding the
land for a railroad engineer, These
two men lived in a tent placed in-
side a square of logs, spending in
that rude habitat the winters of

1881 and 1882. 'This log hut be-
came the first Post Office. Any-
one who called at Fort QuAp-

pelle and was coming west became
a mail carrier and delivered let-

ters addressed to Moose Jaw
| Crossing via Qu’Appelle,

| Mr. Whitmore was appointed by
|the government as the first post.
master in 1883. ‘The first slore in

41\1()0_‘1&" Jaw was established by

Messrs. Folger and William Hali-
day in the early fall of 1882, The
first station and the first section

house were also constructed that |
| fall.
‘ Mr. Joe Battell was the firsl

‘tl‘o butcher beef in the district and
sold it to the C.P.R. boarding
house. run by “Fatty' Thompson
| The richness of the buffalo grass
was evident in the fact thal a six-
month-old calf, killed by Mr. Bai-

[ ommunity, was the first president
of the Government Creamery
| which succeeded the provisional

board. This latter consisted of
Thomas Baker, who kept a hard-
ware, grain and grocery store;
Hugh MacDougall, lumber merch-
ant: Sam Rathwell: Benjamin
1 Smith: F. W, Green: William Wal-
son, and J. E. Battell. When it
was succeeded by the Govern-
| ment Creamery J. H. Grayson

acted as secretary-lreasureér and
the former members were on the
| board. The organization conlinued
for eight or ten vears
FIRST WHITE WOMAN

Among those
lowed the Battell

brothers to the

Webb invited the voung men to ‘ AN LR RN : ! - district were Chester Card and
join the survey party running out HENRY BATTELL tell, weighed 300 pounds, dressed.|hjs family, Mrs. Card was the
lines west from Brandon. ‘This, A four-year-old steer, fed nothing | i<t white woman to settle here
he felt, would give the newcomers | but grass, dressed at 1,000 pounds. | ;nd they were accompanied by
a chance to look over the land. at |Henry C. Batiell, Joe Baftell, ! Hides sold for about $2 and tallow | {heir sons, William, Harry, Frank

the same time making good|Charles E. Battell, W. J. Battell,
money, This they did and spent|three brothers-in-law. John Shields.
the summer lining out townships, | George Keys and G. W. Potler.
eventually coming 1o what was|It took fifteen days to reach Bran-

then known as ‘‘Moose Jaw|don because many of the railroads
Crossing”’, were blocked withl snow. At that
The two were greatly impres-|time Brandon was a lenl lown.

sed with possibilities of the ad- J'l‘he rest of the jpurney had to be
jacent land, nol only as a railway | made in wagons drawn by oxen.
centre, but as the pivot of a great | The journey of 250 miles was made

Zricultural district. They a]s(}‘f’\'f‘llllla”_\' In order 1o Cross
Aw the possibilities for ranching’ streams one wagon box was
and dairviong in the Dirt Hills. caulked and used as a ferry to
GLOWING ACCOUNTS float the goods, They travelled
The two explorers arrived home  steadily, resting on Sundays, when
for Christmas and gave glowing a short service was held in ob-
accounts of the West, particularly servance of the day.
of Moose Jaw, Then followed| On the 24th of May, 1882, they |
many long talks and discussions|arrived at their destination— |

which finallv ended in the decision
to start anew in the new land.
Preparations were begun without
delay for an early start in the
spring, for if the journey were o
be a success they felt that they
must be fully equipped.

In the last week of March, 1882,
their outfits being complete, they
shipped for the west. With them
were three carloads of oxen, cows,
seed grain, seed potatoes, with
wagons, plows, harrows, garden
tools and many other implements,
This foresight on the part of the
brothers was the means of plani-
ing them firmly on the ground

1ere they eventually settled and

| lich is now the centre of the city 'r
. Moose Jaw. In the party were 'directly west of what is now Main

Moose Jaw Crossing—and were 50

immediately selected half
sections and in short order had
begun to plow the first furrows
turned in the district.

It was then necessary to hold
' the land until it was surveyed.
' This was done at times by plowing
|a certain acreage or. in the in-
stance of the first settlers, by pil-
ing poles on the land to show it
had been taken. When the Bal-
tell brothers arrived the only while

Lthey

Senator Ross: Fred Ross, his bro-
ther: W, Burton and: Thomas
' Healey.

Two others living on Section 32,

4

settlers were James H. Ross, later |

| was sold to the Indians.

FRODUCED FIVE FOR ONE

w Because they had brought with
them plows and other tillage im-
plements the Battell brothers were
the first to plow the land and to
grow a crop in the Moose
district, Sown on breaking, pota-
toes produced five bags for every
bag sown. The first crop of oals
sown by the brothers was thrown
on the ground and then broken in
by the plow two or three inches
deep.

The first steam threshing outfit
was brought into the district In
1883 and was the source of a greal
deal of interest throughout the
countryside. F. W. Green was the
‘“Big Chief’" of the engine and

separator.
Joe Batiell, who always took an
i active par{ in the public life of {he

Jaw |

When it was known

wWas

'and Charles
that the party expected to
come {0 lhe district a “bee’” was
| organized and by the time they ar-

| rived their crops had been sown
on the virgin prairie. The next
white woman {0 come along was
| Miss Ross, daughier of David

Ross and a sister of George Ross,
Eof the Pioneer disirict.

| J. E. Battell was one of the ori-
'ginal purchasers of the Exhibition
Grounds, which he and his fellow
purchasers later turnéd over to the
“t'it_',\' for the same price patd for
| ei]l in 1889 and 1890 and was on the
| School Board in 1899 when the Vic-
'toria  School an  eight-roomed
\schouL was the onlv one in the

pleased with what they found thal| “Judd” Battell looked after the|town. Always interested in sports.

he and his brothers could be found
| where some healthy sport was 1In

Progress

who quickly fol-|

[it. He was a member of the Coun- |
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STAGE MEETS BATTLEFORD-BOUND FREIGHTERS ON OLD SASK. TRAIL
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MOOSE JAW IN 1889
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