MG 16 — L.E. Kirk fonds

Accession #: 1112-014

Dates: 1926-1940 (inclusive); 1927-1936 (predominant).

Extent: .12 meters of textual material; 13 photographs; 1 negative

Biography: Lawrence E. Kirk was born 27 May 1886 at Bracebridge, Ontario. His family moved
to Belmont, Manitoba in 1892; ten years later they moved again, to a homestead north of
Arcola, Saskatchewan. Because of a lack of educational opportunities, Kirk did not complete
high school until the age of 24. He enrolled at the University of Saskatchewan and earned a BA
(1916), BSA (1917) and MSc (1922). His PhD was granted by the University of Minnesota in
1927. Kirk joined the faculty at the U of Sin 1917 as an Instructor in Agronomy, and was
appointed Professor of Field Husbandry in 1922. Kirk quickly gained recognition for his work in
plant breeding, and developed a number of new forage crop varieties. In 1931 he was
appointed Dominion Agrologist and Chief of the Forage Crops Division in Ottawa. He returned
to Saskatoon in 1937 as Dean of Agriculture, a position he held until 1947. From 1947 to 1955
Dr. Kirk was Chief of the Plant Production Branch in the Agriculture Division of the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations. He retired to Saskatoon but remained
active, serving as a member on the South Saskatchewan River Development Commission; the
[Royal] University Hospital Board; and as member and chair of the U of S Board of Governors.
Kirk was also the first president and founder of the U of S Alumni Association. Among the many
honours bestowed upon Dr. Kirk was a LL.D. from the U of S in 1949 and the Order of Canada in
1968. Kirk died in Saskatoon in 1969.

Scope and content: This fonds contains research notes, articles, clippings, circulars, and reports
on topics including forage crops, root studies, dairy production, settlement and migration, and
the railway.

See also: RG 2026 (College of Agriculture Dean’s Office)
Restrictions: There are no restrictions.

Original processing and finding aid created by Stan Hanson in 1987; fonds and scope note
added in 1991; reformatted by Amy Putnam in 2017.



Box 1

Photographs. - 13 photographs, 1 negative. — n.d.
Of unidentified individuals, sheep, hay, field crops, U of S farm buildings.

Projects of Div. of Forage Plants. —1936.
Research. — Feb 1932.

Meeting of Engineering Institute of Canada, Receipts/Expenditures of
Saskatchewan Agriculture, Research Foundation.

Clippings and Publications. —1931-1937.
Relating to agriculture, crops, oil fields, U of S, railway situation, settlement and
migration, etc.

Data on Fall Root. — 1929.

Root Studies. —1927-1928.

Sweet Clover Root Studies. — 1927-1930.

Circulars, Reports, and Programs. —1933-1936.

Miscellaneous. — 1926-1940.

Pasture plot, dairy reports, crop report, sales of beef, Mendelian Ratios,
biometry.



